Special Fayette County Board Minutes
Thursday, August 20, 2026

Convene
Jacob Harris, Fayette County Board Chairman, called the County Board of Fayette County in the State of Illinois special meeting to order at the Fayette County Courthouse, 221 S. 7th St, Vandalia, Illinois, on August 20, 2026, at 5:00pm. 
Present: Michael Black, Patrick Click, Jacquelene Durr, Jacob Harris, Dan Lutz, Scott L. Ray, Ryan Tompkins, James Wehrle, Scott Workman
Absent: Michel L Butts, Sean Hannagan, Mack Payne, Ashley Towler, Joe A. Wills
Public Attendee(s): Jeff Blackburn
Public Comment
Patrick Click, Fayette County Board Vice-Chairman, clarified that this change in ordinance allows us to still have some input to what happens in our county. Otherwise, the state has the say. Brenda Mathis, Fayette County State’s Attorney, verified that statement and that statute states that we have to hold a public hearing to allow them to voice any objections/oppositions and put them on record.  The last meeting did not include the updated BESS (Battery Energy Storage System) Ordinance, hence why another meeting needed to be held. We are updating our ordinances to match Senate Bill 25 statute. This bill changed everything with Solar, Wind, & BESS. Erica Glenn and Rashay Khripunova, representatives of Key Capture Energy were present. There was no public comment. James Wehrle made motion to close public comment. Scott Workman second the motion.
New Business
1. Discussion and possible approval to amend the Fayette County Wind Ordinance
Scott Workman made a motion to approve to amend the Fayette County Wind Ordinance. James Wehrle second the motion. Michael Black (YES), Michael L. Butts (ABSENT), Patrick Click (YES), Jacquelene Durr (YES), Sean Hannagan (ABSENT), Jacob Harris (YES), Dan Lutz (YES), Mack Payne (ABSENT), Scott L. Ray (YES), Ryan Tompkins (YES), Ashley Towler (ABSENT), James Wehrle (YES), Joe A. Wills (ABSENT), Scott Workman (YES)




2. Discussion and possible approval to amend the Fayette County BESS Ordinance
Patrick Click made a motion to approve to amend the Fayette County BESS Ordinance. Michael Black second the motion. Michael Black (YES), Michael L. Butts (ABSENT), Patrick Click (YES), Jacquelene Durr (YES), Sean Hannagan (ABSENT), Jacob Harris (YES), Dan Lutz (YES), Mack Payne (ABSENT), Scott L. Ray (YES), Ryan Tompkins (YES), Ashley Towler (ABSENT), James Wehrle (YES), Joe A. Wills (ABSENT), Scott Workman (YES)
Board Member Comments
None.
Adjournment
Jacob Harris asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Scott Workman made motion to adjourn. Michael Black second the motion. Meeting adjourned at 5:06pm
